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Today is the culmination of many days, many conversations, many small moments, many phone
calls, and many more emails. Each of these simple steps laid the foundation of this monument.
A monument that proves that with small actions, great partnerships and commitment, anything
is possible.

Depuis plus de 5 ans, la communauté s'est réunie a Beechwood pour organiser une cérémonie
du souvenir. Cette cérémonie tenue le dimanche précédant le jour du Souvenir, a pris de
I'ampleur. Chaque année, nous avons vu plus de personnes se réunir, se connecter et honorer la
double contribution des deux pays, dans le passé, le présent et célébrer |'avenir.

Beechwood, as most of you know was immensely proud to be a partner in the development of
this monument. It was an important milestone and moment for our community. Its location
reflects both the historic ties, with many soldiers buried near us serving to liberate Europe from
fascism, and the present reality of the world with the modern military missions together.

However, the monument is more that a military monument, its truly celebrates the cultural and
historical connection between France and Canada. It looks back five hundred plus years, at the
arrival of thousand of French families, mine included to a new land and new place. A French
community that helped build this country, kept its identity, and ensured the passing down of
traditions for generations.

Debout ici apres avoir dévoilé ce monument, je ne peux que penser a mon ancétre, arrivé avant
la construction de la citadelle de Québec au début des années 1500 et comment sa
descendance a peut et a continué d'honorer son héritage et le pays d'ou il vient. C’est
incroyable notre héritage partager.

Ce monument avait besoin d'étre dévoilé, ses besoins pour vivre, ses besoins pour étre le point
central de notre communauté. Comme la plupart d'entre vous le savent, ce dévoilement a été
modifié a plusieurs reprises, cependant, la communauté a toujours été préte a se rassembler et
a le célébrer.

A strong community that is committed to sharing the long-lasting historical ties and sharing
principles between Canada and France, and it ensure that honour, remembrance, and hope is
kept alive as we, together, continue to achieve our common goals as key Allies and partners in
the world.

As we originally mentioned - A monument without a community is not a monument at all. A
community brings life to the stone.

Un monument sans communauté n'est pas du tout un monument. Une communauté donne vie
a la pierre.



